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Email from Woizero Fikerte:

Ethiopian Greetings Dear Nibure-Id Ermias!

Before clicking on the “send” button after composing and attaching this letter, I strongly felt
like commenting on it; especially, how | was feeling when | wrote it.

On Saturday (Tahsas 17, 2002 E.C), | sat down in front of my computer to retrieve the email
exchanges | made with you so far, with special intention to read MY letters. | didn’t have
them because | used to save only your responses. Fortunately, however, | got all my letters in
my sent box. So, | started reading them, together with your responses for each.

| realized that | initially started by talking about alerting and Ethiopianizing OTHERS
through curriculum, multicultural education, publications ... what have you! (Poor me! | even
talked about the white people a lot.) But recently, 1 am faced with a new challenge-
Ethiopianizing myself; and | found it harder than | thought. The shift of focus from
OTHERS to MY SELF was not drastic though. It took 3+ years, and it isn’t completed yet..
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With this in mind, | continued composing the letter | started earlier (which eventually became
the attached letter). For a reason that | don’t know, it was very hard for me to write this
letter.. | felt the questions | wrote were redundant while at the same time | felt it was radical
for me and my husband. | think | know the answers. But, | wanted to walk slowly with my
husband. However, | don’t deny that there is something slow in my brain, too.

Something is compelling me to write you some things, | don’t know if you have to know
them. But, | think | must write them, so that the 5 day labor to compose this letter finally
comes to an end.

I am more convinced now than before that I must respond to my Lord’s call to assure Him
that 1 am an Ethiopian who believes in the Holy Covenant. This is because of three main
reasons:

a. During Felseta (of 2001), | presented my question to the Lord and His
Virgin Mother in the clearest way | could (I am not a good practitioner of a
prayer and fasting by the way). Here is what | said: “Dear Lord, 4 years ago,
when | graduated and got a job, | came to your house and prayed ‘where do
you want me to go? Show me the way!” and on my way home, | saw those
books (of Nibure-1d) in the nearby stationary and the moment | read the titles,
a bell rang loudly in my head. Was that you? Or was that just a coincidence?”
and | tried my best to keep asking this question during Tsome-Tsige, and | am
doing that now for Tsome-Nebiyat; and a bell kept ringing louder and louder
in my head, which triggered my discussion with my husband with increased
level of intensity on the issue of the Holy Covenant Ethiopian Identity. When |
tried to “write the bell sound down,” it gave birth to the main point of the
attached letter.

b.  As the bell sound got louder, especially the past few months, | realized
that |1 was cured from a negative, redundant and destructive thought which
lived with me since | was a little girl; and that couldn’t stop despite my every
effort including “tsebel” and “si’elet”. Now that mentality is not absorbing or
redundant anymore..

c. It has now been a year since | started teaching kids in the “gelelitegna”
church I and my husband attend; and several kids were initially “mute” and
disengaged; but, after | adopted your books to their level with some pictorial
illustrations, the kids started to be engaged in the lesson very deeply, and the
impact was so profound that some kids urged their parents not to take them to
protestant or Catholic or any other Churches. When asked why not, they said
“because they never tell us about Ethiopia.” Again, a bell rang in my head,
“was it that much fundamental?!
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No wonder why | felt betrayed by my family, my teachers, my government and the whole
adult when | read from a newspaper, as if | was an outsider, that St. George was on the battle
of Adowa. Now they are feeling the same way.”

So, “neger beSost Yitsenal” endilu, yihen sost neger ayiche teredahu...
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